SRIDATTA'S WIVES                         119

united with that beloved MrigankavatI as a bed of white
lotuses * with the night. But even when his happiness was
at its full, anxiety for Bahusalin and his companions clouded
his heart, as a spot of darkness does the full moon. Now one
day his uncle said secretly to Sridatta : " My son, the King
Surasena has a maiden daughter, and in accordance with his
orders I have to take her to the land of Avanti to give her
away in marriage ; so I will take her away on that very pre-
text, and marry her to you. Then, when you have got
possession of the force that follows her, with mine already
at your disposal, you will soon gain the kingdom that was
promised you by the goddess Sri." Having resolved on this,
and having taken that maiden, Sridatta and his uncle set out
with their army and their attendants. But as soon as they
had reached the Vindhya forest, before they were aware of the
danger, a large army of brigands set upon them showering
arrows. After routing Sridatta's force and seizing all the
wealth, they bound Sridatta himself, who had fainted from
his wounds, and carried him off to their village. And they
took him to the awful temple of Durga, in order to offer him
And recovers UP *n sacrifice, and, as it were, summoned Death
his Wife and with the sound of their gongs. There Sundari
Sword          saw kjj^ one Of j^g wives? the daughter of the

chief of the village, who had come with her young son to visit
the shrine of the goddess. Full of joy she ordered the brigands
who were between her and her husband to stand aside, and
then Sridatta entered her palace with her. Immediately
Sridatta obtained the sovereignty of that village, which
Sundari's father, having no son, bequeathed to her when he
went to heaven. So Sridatta recovered his wife and his sword
Mriganka, and also his uncle and his followers, who had been
overpowered by the robbers. And while he was in that town
he married the daughter of Surasena, and became a great
king there. And from that place he sent ambassadors to his
two fathers-in-law, to Bimbaki and King Surasena. And
they, being very fond of their daughters, gladly recognised
him as a connection, and came to him accompanied by the

1 The esculent white lotus (Sanskrit, kumuda) expands its petals at night
and closes them in the daytime.